Your new trees are hardy but could do with a little love and attention to make sure they
get the best start and develop into happy, healthy mature trees. Caring for your trees is
also a great way to get outside, get active and start enjoying them! Below are our top tips
to give your trees some Tree-L-C.

Saplings

A sapling is a young tree consisting of a single stem, these young trees will need support
as they start to grow. Strimmer and/or mowing damage will be fatal to these young trees,
so please do tell your ground maintenance team to not mow the area. Saplings are easily
snapped, take care when in the planting area and please do tell your pupils not to run
through the planting area.

Fig 1: A hedge with spiral guards and a deer guard Fig 2: A hedge with mulch (woodchip), no guards

Tree protection If your school has rabbits, we will install tree guards to protect your
trees. If these are blown off or bent over, they should be straightened to make sure the
trees remain protected. With the maintenance provided by City of Trees we will
remove the guards and recycle them when the trees are old enough.

Mulching - All your trees will have woodchip around them, which helps the tree to
grow. Woodchip supresses the grass and give your trees a nutrient boost. Woodchip
is readily available from most DIY stores and spreading them across all
your trees provides a fun and active outdoor session for students.
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Weeding - The grasses and ground plants growing around your trees will be in
competition for food, water, and space particularly in the first few years after planting.

Weeding and grass pulling is an easy maintenance task and can be a great way to get
pupils involved in caring for their trees.

Watering - Watering shouldn’t be necessary unless the weather is warm and dry for a
prolonged period. If your saplings were planted less than 6 months ago, they will need
watering after 3-4 warm days. Watering the trees can be a great way to get your students

outside and interested in nature. You could combine watering with a fun activity such as a
scavenger hunt or looking for bug!

Fruit Trees

We will provide a leaflet to the school about
the variety of fruit trees planted which
includes information such as the type of
fruit, what it's used for, the best time of
year to harvest and its rootstock.

Depending on the variety and rootstock of
your fruit trees, it may grow vigorously and
in many directions. To keep it a
manageable shape and size, it may need to
be pruned. Apples and pears are generally
pruned in winter, but plums and cherries
are pruned in the summertime. A great
source of additional information on fruit
trees and pruning is the RHS website
(rhs.org.uk).
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Your fruit trees will be planted with mulch
around the base. The function of this is to
feed the trees and prevent the surrounding
vegetation from growing too vigorously.
Fruit trees can be very delicate, take care
not to accidentally snap their branches.
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Regular watering of these trees will help
keep fruit trees healthy.

Newly planted fruit trees and standards will have strapping holding the tree to some timber
stakes (the number of stakes can vary. Some of them only need one but some of them can
have 3). This is to support the tree while their roots get used to their new soil. Harsh winds

may cause the strapping to become loose or break completely. If this happens, strapping
can be reapplied with a nail and hammer.



It's important to keep an eye on how tight the strapping is. When the tree grows, the
strapping gets tighter which damages the bark. If the strapping looks tight around the
stem, it can be loosened and re-fastened to give the tree more room to grow.

Standards

Standards are larger trees and although they look established, they still need a help in hand
during their first few years. Watering is advised for the first 2 summers after planting, after
this the roots of your tree should be able to access water from their surroundings.

During the height of summer, your tree will need 2 buckets (or around 20 litres) of water
every other day. This figure is the aim to reach during the height of summer and can be
gradually increased to this in the spring and decreased before ceasing watering in the
autumn.

Strapping is essential for keeping standards stable whilst the root system is established.
Harsh winds may cause the strapping to become loose or fall off completely. If this happens,
the strapping can be reapplied with a nail and hammer.

Strimmer Guard

Email our team at

1 schools@cityoftrees.org.uk or
E City call 0161 872 1660

wmd Of Trees Website: www.cityoftrees.org.uk
Socials: @cityoftreesmcr



